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needs and for many of the needs of foreign lands.
Every industry, silk and satin, cloth and linen, ship-
building and mining, alike received the royal stimulus
and was compelled to submit to the royal interfer-
ence. Frederick's success varied, for in some cases
it was more apparent than in others that precepts,
prohibitions, and subsidies could not make good
deficiencies of climate, skill, and enterprise. While
the production of porcelain was firmly established,
that of tobacco by no means fulfilled the expecta-
tions of the King. He commissioned a Prussian
chemist to find out a sauce which would make the
home-grown leaf at least comparable with the Vir-
ginian. The experiment, which occupied more than
two and a half years, was furthered by all the re-
sources of Government, No less than 1180 samples
were tested. The report of the General Tobacco
Administration, however, stated that only 34 of
these were in any way better for the treatment, and
that these 34, " notwithstanding they made a brave
show to outward seeming/' were too unsavoury even
to be mixed with the products of Virginia.

Twice a year the King with the aid of his minis-
ters was wont to take stock of his kingdom, and to
measure the progress of all his schemes. In the in-
terval he travelled through his provinces and issued
instructions for the amendment of all that he found
amiss. " Schweidnitz and Neisse are still very short
of tiled roofs, N. B., someone will have to look to
it" is one of fourteen points that he noted down in
the course of a visit to Silesia. No detail was too
trifling for his attention. At the time when a paper